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E 15
ADDITIONAL AREA, HEIGHT, and SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS

Section 1. INTENT. The regulations set forth in this Article qualify, supplement or modify the
area and height regulations set forth elsewhere in this Ordinance.

Section 2. LOT AREA AND WIDTH. Any lot of record at the time of passage of this
Ordinance having less area or width than herein required may be used for a single family
dwelling where such uses are permitted as provided in this Ordinance and subject to further
provisions of Article 18, Section 2.

Section 3. YARDS.

3.1

3.2

Where thirty (30) percent or more of the block front is improved with buildings, then no
part of any new building shall project beyond a line joining the two adjacent corners of
the buildings on either side thereof, or, where there is a building on only one side, beyond
a line projected from the corresponding adjacent corners of the two nearest buildings,
except that no building shall be required to provide a front yard greater than forty (40)
feet. Where an official line has been established for future widening or opening of a
street upon which a lot abuts, then the depth of a front or side yard shall be measured
from such official line;

In the case where the block front improved with buildings amounts to less than thirty (30)
percent of the total number of lots, including vacant lots, on one side of the street
between two intersecting streets, the required minimum yards of the district shall be
observed;

Buildings on through lots shall provide the required front yard on both streets;

On a corner lot in any district, except the Central Business Commercial District (BC), no
fence, wall, hedge, tree, or other planting or structure that will obstruct vision between a
height of three (3) feet and ten (10) feet above the ground shall be erected, placed or
maintained within the triangular area formed, by connecting the right-of-way lines at
points which are twenty (20) feet distant from the intersection of the right-of-way lines,
and measured along the right-of-way lines;

The ordinary projections from principal buildings including eaves, sills, bay windows,
cornices, or similar architectural features (but not including decks, carports, or other
structures) may project or extend not more than two (2) feet into a required yard. Patios
may extend into required yards. Steps or access ramps may extend into a required yard to
the extent necessary to provide sufficient access to a structure.

Section 4. HEDGES AND FENCES. Fences or hedges in residential districts shall not exceed
four (4) feet in height in any required front yard, and fences shall not exceed six (6) feet in height
in any required side or rear yard. Chain-link fences in excess of six (6) feet will be allowed in
the cases of tennis courts.
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4.1 All fences must be erected with the finished side facing the adjoining properties.

42  Fences constructed of railroad ties or steel (except posts as set forth in the next
paragraph) shall not be allowed in residential districts. However, nothing herein shall be
construed to prohibit the use of railroad ties for landscaping.

43 Security or screening fences are permitted in all districts except residential districts, but
shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.

Section 5. PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS. A swimming pool, as regulated herein, shall be any
pool or open tank not located within a completely enclosed building and containing or normally
capable of containing water to a depth at any point greater than one and one-half (1 %) feet. No
swimming pool shall be allowed in any residential district except as an accessory use and unless
it complies with the following conditions and requirements:

5.1 The pool is intended and is to be used solely for the enjoyment of the occupants of the
principal building of the property on which it is located and their guests.

5.2 It may not be located in a required front or side yard or closer than ten (10) feet to any
property line of the property on which it is located.

5.3 The swimming pool or the entire property, on which it is located, shall be so walled or
fenced as to prevent uncontrolled access by children from the street or from adjacent
properties. Such wall or fence shall be not less than four (4) feet in height.

Section 6. USE OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. No portion of the public road, street or alley
right-of-way shall be used, or occupied by an abutting use of land or structure for storage or
display purposes, or to provide any parking or loading space required by this Ordinance without
the explicit written consent of the City Council.

Section 7. TEMPORARY BUILDING. Temporary building(s) with construction work may be
permitted in any district during the period that the construction work is in progress, but such
temporary building(s) shall be removed within thirty days after completion or abandonment of
the construction work.

Section 8. ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES. Accessory buildings, structures,
and uses customarily incidental to that of the main building may be erected or established as

permitted, provided they also comply with the following;

8.1  Detached accessory buildings and or structures in the rear yard shall be a distance of at
least three (3) feet from side and rear lot lines.

8.2 Detached garages, constructed with the vehicular entry door located in the garage wall
adjacent to an alley, shall be a distance of at least fifteen (15) feet from said alley line.
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On a comer lot, accessory buildings and/or structures shall conform to setback
regulations for principal buildings on the side street.

Accessory buildings and/or structures may be erected as part of the principal building or
may be connected thereto by a breezeway or similar structure, provided all yard
requirements for a principal building are complied with.

Detached accessory buildings and/or structures located nearer than sixty (60) feet to the
front lot line shall be considered attached to the principal building and all yard
requirements for a principal building must be complied with.

Accessory buildings shall not have exterior side walls exceeding nine (9) feet in height

A private detached garage may adjoin the side or rear lot line by mutual agreement with
adjoining property owners, and a written copy of said agreement shall be filed in the
office of the City Clerk.

No accessory building and/or structure shall be constructed upon a lot until the
construction of the main building has been actually commenced, and no accessory
building and/or structure shall be used unless the main building on the lot is also being
used.

Central air conditioning compressors shall not be located closer than five (5) feet to any
lot line.

No accessory building or structure is permitted within the limits of the front yard;

No accessory building or structure shall be used for dwelling purposes;

Open, unenclosed porches or decks may extend ten (10) feet into a required front yard.
No building or structure shall be erected within an easement.

Any accessory building or structure in any district erected within six (6) feet of any

principal building shall be considered attached to said principal building and all yard
setback requirements for a principal building must be adhered to.

No accessory building or structure in any residential district shall occupy more than thirty
(30%) percent of the rear yard; however, this regulation shall not be interpreted to
prohibit the construction of a four hundred forty (440) square foot garage in a rear yard
provided all yard setbacks are complied with.

All accessory buildings and structures will be securely anchored to the ground.
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8.17  Open fire escapes, fireproof outside stairways and balconies opening upon fire towers,
and the ordinary projections of chimneys and flues into a rear yard for a distance of not
more than 3 %, feet when so place as to not obstruct light and ventilation, may be
permitted.

Section 9. AMATEUR RADIO ANTENNA INSTALLATIONS. Antenna installations up to 65
feet in height are permitted and are subject to provisions in Section 8 of this Article. For an
antenna installation that is either mounted to any part of a building or mounted to the ground,
height shall be measured from the ground level immediately adjacent to antenna to the highest
point of the antenna installation. Any increase in height to an antenna installation legally
established prior to the effective date of this Article shall be subject to the requirements of this
chapter. A maximum of one antenna installation, which consists of an antenna support structure
and antennas, is permitted per property. The single antenna installation may accommodate
multiple antennas.

Section 10. WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM WECS . Wind energy conversion
systems (WECS) may be allowed as an accessory, conditional use subject to the regulations and
requirements of this Section. The following requirements apply:

10.1  Only small wind conversion systems as defined by this Ordinance are allowed as an
accessory use in residential districts provided the following conditions are met:

10.1.1 The small wind conversion system meets the required principal building
setbacks.
10.1.2 The small wind conversion system extends no more than five (5) feet

above the height of the principal building within residential districts.

10.1.3 The proposed small wind conversion system will not block, interfere or
otherwise impair a scenic vista, corridor or view of an adjoining
residential building.

10.1.4 The primary purpose of the small wind conversion system will be to
provide power for the principal use of the property and shall not be for the
generation of power for commercial purposes, although this provision
shall not be interpreted to prohibit the sale of excess power generated from
the system back to the public utility.

10.1.5 A site plan drawn in sufficient detail to clearly describe the following:

a. Property lines and physical dimensions of the site.

b. Location, approximate dimensions and type of existing buildings

and structures on site.

Proposed location and elevation of the proposed system.

d. Location of all above ground utility lines on site or within one
radius of the total height of the system.

o
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e. Include make, model, picture and manufacturer’s specifications,
including noise decibels.

Height in Agricultural Districts. In determining the height of the WECS, the total height
of the system shall be included. System height shall be measured from the base of the
tower to the highest possible extension of the rotor as follows:

10.2.1 A one (1) foot to one (1) foot ratio of the closest property line distance to
WECS base and the system height.

10.2.3 The height of a WECS must comply with FAA Regulation Part 77
“Objects Affecting Navigable Air Space” and not exceed one hundred
fifty (150) feet.

Setbacks. No part of a WECS (including guy wire anchors) shall be located within or
above any required front, side or rear yard setback and no part of the system shall be
within ten (10) feet of any property line, whichever is greater. WECS towers shall be
setback from the closest property line one (1) foot for every one (1) foot of system
height. WECS shall not be located within fifty (50) feet of an above ground utility line.

Rotor Size. All WECS rotors shall not have rotor dimensions greater than twenty-six
(26) feet.

Rotor Clearance. Blade-arcs created by the WECS shall have a minimum of thirty (30)
feet of clearance over any structure or tree within a two hundred (200) foot radius.

Rotor Design. The blade design and materials are to be designed and constructed to
ensure safe operation in an urban/rural area.

Rotor Safety. Each WECS shall be equipped with both a manual and automatic braking
device capable of stopping WECS operation in high wind (forty (40) MPH or greater) or

in conditions of imbalance.

Lightning Protection. Each WECS shall be grounded to protect against natural lightning
strikes in conformance with the National Electrical Code as adopted by the City.

Component Compatibility. The wind turbine and wind turbine tower are to be designed
and constructed to be compatible.

Tower Access. To prevent unauthorized climbing, WECS towers must comply with one
of the following provision:

10.10.1. Tower climbing apparatus shall not be located within twelve (12) feet of the
ground.

10.10.2. A locked anti-climb device shall be installed on the tower.
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E 15
ADDITIONAL AREA, HEIGHT, and SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS
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10.10.3. Tower capable of being climbed shall be enclosed by a locked, protective
fence at least eight (8) feet high.

10.11. Signs. WECS shall have one (1) sign, not to exceed two (2) square feet at the base of the
tower and said sign shall contain the following information:

Warning high voltage.
Manufacturer’s name.
Emergency phone number.
Emergency shutdown procedures.

fpe o

10.12° Lightning. WECS shall not have affixed or attached any lights, reflectors, flashers or any
other illumination, except for illumination devices required by FAA Regulations Part 77
“Objectives Affecting Navigable Air Space” and Lighting.”

10.13  Electromagnetic Interference. WECS shall be designed and constructed so as not to
cause radio and television interference.

10.14  Utility Company Interconnection. No WECS shall be interconnected with the local
electrical utility company until the utility company and the City Engineer have
commented upon such proposal.

Section 11. TEMPORARY USES. The City recognizes that in certain instances, some flexibility

to allow activities or uses on a limited duration out of the confines of a building can be beneficial

to business interests, as well as the consumers and the City alike, provided such events continue
to promote the public health, safety and general welfare. These regulations are intended to
prescribe the conditions under which limited duration temporary sales may be permitted on
private property, public property, parks, sidewalks and streets. The following regulations apply:

11.1  Permitted Temporary Uses:

a. Produce Stands
b. Garden Centers
¢. Food Beverage Stands

112 Permitted Zones: All non-residential zoning districts.

113 No temporary use shall exceed a period of more than six (6) months of a twelve (12)
month period, unless otherwise specified by the Administrative Officer.

114 All temporary structures shall conform to the zoning setback requirements. Temporary

structures fewer than three hundred (300) square feet may be allowed within the front
yard setback
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11.5  The proposed temporary use shall not affect the driveway access or traffic circulation on
the property.

11.6  The applicant shall provide, as determined by the Administrative Official, adequate
facilities for disposal of trash and waste, e.g. grease, associated with the temporary use.

11.7  Permanent sanitary facilities located within an adjacent building shall be made available
to all employees of the activity during its operational hours.

11.8  Must comply with Floyd County Public Health regulations.

Section 12. THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS. The intent and
purpose of this section is to allow the keeping of a limited number of hens, primarily for the
purpose of providing fresh eggs or as pets to the occupants of a residential dwelling. The
keeping of hens shall be permitted for all residential zoning districts, provided the following
standards are met (these standards do not apply to hens kept in agricultural zoning districts):

12.1 More than the following number of hens is prohibited on the following tracts of land:
a. 2 acres: up to a total of 10 hens.
b. 2 to 5 acres: up to a total of 20 hens.
c. 5 to 10 acres: up to 5 hens per acre

12.2 No roosters shall be allowed;
12.3 There shall be no outside slaughtering of hens;

12.4 All hens shall be kept outdoors within a secure enclosure at all times. The secure
enclosure and coop shall be maintained in a humane and sanitary manner;

12.5 The secure enclosure and the coop shall comply with the minimum yard setbacks for
accessory buildings but not closer than 10 feet to a property line in the respective
residential zoning district, and shall not be located within the dwelling’s front or side
yard. A building permit must be obtained prior to the construction of the enclosure
coop, and the keeping of hens.

Section 14. BUILDING HEIGHT. The height regulations shall not apply to television and radio
towers, church spires, belfries, monuments, farm buildings, tanks, water and fire towers, stage
towers or scenery lofts, cooling towers, grain elevators, ornamental towers and spires, chimneys,
elevator bulkheads, drilling rigs, conveyors, flagpoles and other pertinent mechanical apparatus
which may be erected to any height not in conflict with any other applicable regulations.

Section 15. RE UIRED AREA OR SPACE CANNOT BE REDUCED. All lots shall abut a

public street or duly approved private street and each lot shall have a minimum amount of street
frontage distance as required by the applicable zoning district. No lot, yard, court, parking area
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purpose of this section is to allow the keeping of a limited number of hens, primarily for the
purpose of providing fresh eggs or as pets to the occupants of a residential dwelling. The
keeping of hens shall be permitted for all residential zoning districts, provided the following
standards are met (these standards do not apply to hens kept in agricultural zoning districts):

12.1 More than the following number of hens is prohibited on the following tracts of land:
a. 2 acres: up to a total of 10 hens.
b. 2 to 5 acres: up to a total of 20 hens.
c. 5 to 10 acres: up to 5 hens per acre

12.2 No roosters shall be allowed;
12.3 There shall be no outside slaughtering of hens;

12.4 All hens shall be kept outdoors within a secure enclosure at all times. The secure
enclosure and coop shall be maintained in a humane and sanitary manner;

12.5 The secure enclosure and the coop shall comply with the minimum yard setbacks for
accessory buildings but not closer than 10 feet to a property line in the respective
residential zoning district, and shall not be located within the dwelling’s front or side
yard. A building permit must be obtained prior to the construction of the enclosure
coop, and the keeping of hens.

Section 14. BUILDING HEIGHT. The height regulations shall not apply to television and radio
towers, church spires, belfries, monuments, farm buildings, tanks, water and fire towers, stage
towers or scenery lofts, cooling towers, grain elevators, ornamental towers and spires, chimneys,
elevator bulkheads, drilling rigs, conveyors, flagpoles and other pertinent mechanical apparatus
which may be erected to any height not in conflict with any other applicable regulations.

Section 15. RE UIRED AREA OR SPACE CANNOT BE REDUCED. All lots shall abut a

public street or duly approved private street and each lot shall have a minimum amount of street
frontage distance as required by the applicable zoning district. No lot, yard, court, parking area
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or other space shall be reduced in area or dimensions so as to make said area or dimension less
than the minimum required by this Ordinance. No part of a yard, court, parking area or other
space provided about or for any building or structure for the purpose of complying with the
provisions of the zoning code shall be included as part of a yard, court, parking area or other
space required under this Ordinance for another building or structure except for parking.

Section 16. ZONING DISTRICT DIVIDING PROPERTY. Where one parcel of property is
divided into two (2) or more portions by reason of different zoning district classifications, each
portion shall be used independently of the other in its respective zoning classification, and for the
purpose of applying the regulations of this Article, each portion shall be considered as if in
separate and different ownership. Alternatively, the entire parcel may be used as permitted by
the regulations applicable to the most restrictive zoning classification. However, nothing in this
Section shall be construed as permitting residential use of any property within any industrial
district classification other than a watchman’s quarter.
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